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“Why is the mortality rate of disabled people so high?” This is 
the words of a family who lost a child with disabilities in the 
Great East Japan Earthquake.
The mortality rate for persons with disabilities was two to four 
times that of persons without disabilities. It is a serious question 
because the high mortality rate is caused not only by natural 
disasters, but also by human-made disasters. Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) states that “disability 
results from the interaction between persons with impairments 
and attitudinal and environmental barriers” . This is the social 
model of disabilities which has not yet penetrated in the society.
I would like to take this opportunity to consider what kind of 
vulnerabil ity people with disabil it ies have been exposed to 
during the Great East Japan Earthquake. How should society 
protect the persons with disabi l i t ies from environmental 
barriers? Furthermore, to think about creating an inclusive 
society.
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Mari TANAKA is a Professor at the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences and the Director of the Support Section for 
inclusion, Center for Health Sciences and Counseling, 
Kyushu University. After serving as a Professor at the 
Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University, she 
has been in her current position since 2014. Her 
r e sea r ch  f ocuses  on  c l i n i c a l  p s ycho l ogy  o f  
developmental disorders. She is the author of "The 
Great East Japan Earthquake and Special Support 
Education" (Keio University Press, 2016), "Learning at 
University with People with Intellectual Disabilities" 
(Tohoku University Press, 2022), and many other 
co-authored books and articles. One of the starting 
points for her current work is her intense reflection on 
experiencing the Great East Japan Earthquake in 
Tohoku and the loss of many colleagues and children 
with disabilities. As a clinical psychologist, she has 
conducted clinical practice in the areas of medicine 
(psychiatry and pediatr ics) ,  educat ion (school  
counselor), correction (juvenile training schools), 
industry (industrial counselor at Panasonic Corporation), 
and welfare (welfare center for the disabled). 
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