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Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, 
China is building the "Spatial Infrastructure" that integrates 
satellites and undersea observation networks. What has 
been revealed by the fisheries reforms initiated in 2017 are 
the facts that China has been collecting various data on the 
oceans to form a big data while providing technological 
support for the fishermen who conduct economic activities 
in the sea, and that China uses new domains such as space 
and air to strengthen mil itary control over its claiming 
jurisdiction waters. In other words, China is aiming to 
become a "maritime strong power" by the "Military-Civil 
Fusion" and  the "land-sea-air-space integration." China's 
approach to the South Pacific island countries in the early 
summer of  2022 suggests that  Ch ina 's  new type of  
infrastructure construction has entered into the global 
application phase. In future, its "spatial infrastructure" may 
change the global maritime governance significantly.
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Chisako T .  MASUO is  a  Professor  a t  the  Facu l ty  
of Socia l  and Cultura l  Studies ,  Kyushu Univers i ty  
and  an  Ad junc t  Fe l l ow  a t  the  Japan  Ins t i tu te  o f  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A ff a i r s  ( J I I A ) .  S h e  h a s  w o n  t h e  
Nakasone Yasuh i ro  Award of  Exce l lence in  2021 
by  her  cont r ibut ion  to  Ch ina  s tud ies  and to  the  
pol icy d iscussions regarding China ’s Coast Guard 
Law .  She  rece i ved  Ph .D .  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  
T o k y o  i n  2 0 0 8 .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e  
Ch inese  domest ic  po l i t i cs ,  fore ign  and mar i t ime 
po l ic ies ,  and internat iona l  re la t ions w i th regards 
to China .  Professor Masuo was a v is i t ing scho lar  
a t  the  Ch inese  Academy of  Soc ia l  Sc iences  and 
Ch ina  Fore ign  Affa i r s  Un i ve rs i t y  i n  2019 ,  and  a  
coo rd i n a t e  r e sea r ch  s cho l a r  wo r k i ng  w i t h  l a t e  
Professor Ezra F .  Voge l  at  the Harvard-Yench ing 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  2 0 14 - 2 015 .  S h e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  
China ʼs  Behavioural  Pr inc iples:  Internat ional  Relat ions 
Determined by the Domest ic  Currents (Tokyo: Chuko 
Pub l i s h i ng ,  2019 ) ,  a s  we l l  a s  C h i n a  L o o k s  B a c k :  
M a o ʼ s  L e g a c y  i n  t h e  O p e n - D o o r  E r a  (Un ivers i t y  o f  
T o k y o  P r e s s ,  2 0 1 0 ) ,  a n d  a  c o - a u t h o r  o f  A  
D i p l o m a t i c  H i s t o r y  o f  C h i n a  (Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Tokyo  
P r e s s ,  2 017 )  a l l  i n  J a p a n e s e .  S h e  a l s o  w r i t e s  
art icles and book chapters in Engl ish and Chinese.
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