
Faculty of Humanities

Ellen Van GoethemAssociate Professor

Jidai Matsuri:

7. 12:50

~12:10 12:10-12:15

12:15-12:40

12:40-12:50(wed.)

Online

https://temdec-med-kyushu-u-ac-jp.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Fi7-530hRye75IBcfaYuHA
Supported by Kyushu University,Q-AOS & TEMDEC

Brown Bag Seminar
Introduction 
Seminar
(Presentation) 

Q&A 

����������������������������������������
����������
��
����	����
����������������������������������������������� ­����������������������� ���� ���� ­�������������������

No.
2022

ブラウンバッグセミナー

Scan here for Registration

Disease does not just strike individuals, it can also affect the 
community as many plans are postponed or canceled. The 
covid-19 pandemic provides ample examples ranging from 
deeply personal events such as solitary graduation ceremonies 
to mass happenings such as the unprecedented postponement 
of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.
However, when illness halts long-awaited plans, it also creates 
opportunities for new initiatives to emerge. This talk presents 
one such case, the Festival of the Ages, one of Kyoto’s̶and 
Japan’s̶foremost �������. By tracing its creation process, I will 
show that had it not been for Emperor Meiji’s illness in the 
spring of 1895, the festival may never have seen the light of 
day. Moreover, I will also suggest that a devastating cholera 
epidemic may ultimately have contributed to the festival’s 
popularity after a long summer during which many other events 
had been prohibited.

Chair: Prof. Scott Valentine (Research Promotion Director of Q-AOS)

The Festival of the Ages that Almost Never Was
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E l l e n  V a n  G o e t h em  i s  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  
Japanese History and History of Ideas.  She holds a 
Ph.D. in Oriental Languages and Cultures from Ghent 
Un i v e r s i t y  ( 2005 ) .  A f t e r  hav i ng  t augh t  a t  Ghen t  
Univers i ty and Hosei  Univers i ty ,  she jo ined Kyushu 
University in 2011 to establ ish the International MA 
Program ( IMAP)  in  Japanese Human i t ies .  She a lso 
co-founded the ������ � �� � ��� ��� ������� � ��� �� � �����
��

�����������
���	�� ,  which was first published in 2016. 
V a n  G o e t h e m  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  
a rchaeo logy  o f  the  Asuka ,  Nara ,  and  ea r l y  He i an  
per iods .  Her  pr imary  focus i s  on Kanmu Tennō ( r .  
781‒806), on the layout of ancient capital cities, and 
on inscribed wooden tablets. She has also publ ished 
on site divination in premodern East Asia and on the 
i nfluence  o f  fengshu i  on  con tempora ry  Japanese  
architecture .  Her current research,  an inst i tut ional  
and soc ia l  h is tory  of  He ian J ingū ,  bu i lds  upon her  
ear l ier work. In this project ,  she invest igates issues 
related to the reconstruct ion of long- lost bui ld ings, 
the deification of emperors, the presence of Chinese 
c o smo l og i c a l  s ymbo l i sm  i n  S h i n t o  s h r i n e s ,  a nd  
changes  i n  pe r cep t i ons  o f  He i an  J i ngū  s i nce  i t s  
founding in the late nineteenth century.
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