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Disease does not just strike individuals, it can also affect the

community as many plans are postponed or canceled. The
covid-19 pandemic provides ample examples ranging from
deeply personal events such as solitary graduation ceremonies
to mass happenings such as the unprecedented postponement
of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

However, when illness halts long-awaited plans, it also creates

Ellen Van Goethem is Associate Professor of .. L . .
Japanese History and History of Ideas. She holds a opportunities for new initiatives to emerge. This talk presents
Ph.D. in Oriental Languages and Cultures from Ghent
University (2005). After having taught at Ghent
University and Hosei University, she joined Kyushu
University in 2011 to establish the International MA

Program (IMAP) in Japanese Humanities. She also

one such case, the Festival of the Ages, one of Kyoto's—and
Japan's—foremost matsuri. By tracing its creation process, | will
show that had it not been for Emperor Meiji's illness in the

co-founded the Journal of Asian Humanities at Kyushu
University (JAH-Q), which was first published in 2016.

Van Goethem specializes in the history and
archaeology of the Asuka, Nara, and early Heian

spring of 1895, the festival may never have seen the light of
day. Moreover, | will also suggest that a devastating cholera

periods. Her primary focus is on Kanmu Tennd (r.
781-806), on the layout of ancient capital cities, and
on inscribed wooden tablets. She has also published
on site divination in premodern East Asia and on the
influence of fengshui on contemporary Japanese
architecture. Her current research, an institutional
and social history of Heian Jingl, builds upon her
earlier work. In this project, she investigates issues
related to the reconstruction of long-lost buildings,
the deification of emperors, the presence ofiChinese
cosmological symbolism in Shinto shrines, and
changes in perceptions of Heian Jingd singcenits
founding in the late nineteenth century.
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epidemic may ultimately have contributed to the festival's
popularity after a long summer during which many other events
had been prohibited.

Heian shrine
festival
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