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4.

Since the 1980s, the Japanese government has supported the 
"kokusaika" campaign to promote the internationalization of 
Japanese higher education. Their 12-year plan to welcome 300,000 
international students per year was achieved in 2019, a year ahead 
of schedule. While much attention is paid to quantitative targets 
such as the above, realities of kokusaika are often glossed over. 
Financial difficult ies, language/cultural barriers, and career 
decisions are some of the common challenges among students in 
international contexts. For this presentation, I will share some of 
the data and analysis from my ongoing study which aims to help 
paint multiple realities of kokusaika in the context of Japanese 
higher education. In particular, I will use a framework of akogare to 
explore and understand Japanese students' experiences of 
kokusa i k .  By  do ing  so ,  I  hope  to  i nv i t e  the  aud ience  to  
imagine/re-imagine the future direction of kokusaika efforts in our 
university and beyond.
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NONAKA ,  C h i s a t o ,  P h D ,  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  
Professor at the International Student Center, 
K y u s h u  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  r e c e i v e d  P h . D .  i n  
Educa t i on  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Hawa i i  a t  
Manoa in 2017 and began working as a faculty 
coordinator of an inbound exchange program 
c a l l e d  " J a p a n  i n  T o d a y ' s  Wo r l d "  ( J TW )  a t  
K y u s h u  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  2 0 18 .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  
i n t e r es t s  i n c l ude  i s sues  o f  l anguage ,  r ace ,  
ethnicity, national ity, class, and gender-related 
i d e n t i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  
contexts. Some of her recent publ icat ions can 
b e  f o u n d  i n  e d i t e d  b o o k s  ( H o u g h t o n  &  
Bouchard, 2020; Phan & Ngoc, 2020; Chang & 
Gomes ,  2021)  and academic  journa ls  ( JALT ,  
2 0 1 9 ;  R e s e a r c h  i n  C o m p a r a t i v e  a n d  
Internat iona l  Educat ion ,  2020;  As ian Stud ies 
R e v i e w ,  2 0 2 1 )  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  o w n  b o o k  
ent i t led:  Transcending self  and other through 
akogare [desire]: The English language and the 
i n t e r na t i ona l i z a t i on  o f  h i ghe r  educa t i on  i n  
Japan, published in 2018.


