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Question 1:  
I think the language will change with the times, but what will happen to Japanese in 100, 500, and 1000 
years later? What do you think about the influence of English or Chinese? 
 
Answer 1: 
 I would like to ask a linguist this question. I think that the English katakana notation and the Chinese 
character notation in the vocabulary will continue to be maintained. In particular, English as an 
international language will have a strong influence, so the influence of English not only on vocabulary but 
also on thoughts and expressions will be stronger. On the other hand, maintaining the tradition of native 
words as a reaction may also be strengthened in changes in society and the times. 
 
Question 2: 
 What do you think about the time when the people from Japan’s main island and the people of the Korean 
Peninsula were possibly communicating without an interpreter? 
 
Answer 2:  
If my hypothesis is correct, the influence of the “Mumun” pottery culture of the Korean Peninsula was 
received in northern Kyushu in the 9th to 8th centuries BC at the beginning of the Yayoi period (the initial 
Yayoi period). In the 6th to 5th centuries BC (the beginning of the early Yayoi period), the replacement of 
Jomon languages with Japonic was completed in northern Kyushu, and it is thought that Japonic gradually 
spread to western Japan in the early Yayoi period. Around the same time in the 5th century BC, the rolled 
rim vessel culture spread from “Liaodong” to the Korean Peninsula, and it was time to replace Japonic with 
Koreanic on the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, since the language replacements in each region were 
phenomenally at about the same time, I think that people in both regions had little opportunity to share 
the same language at the same time. However, it is possible that Japonic speakers continued to exist in a 
mosaic pattern in some areas of the Korean Peninsula. 

 


