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Question 1: 

In Indonesia, is it ok to say that local people try to be more Islamic than deeply believing Islam?  Is this a current 

situation there? 

Answer 1: 

It is not possible for others to extrinsically judge the level of personal faith. We cannot say, for example, that a 

person is less faithful just because he or she prays only twice a day when five times a day is required. The "depth" of 

one's faith is an intrinsic matter of the individual. 

Based on this premise, we need to separate the faith of an individual from the actions that appear as the behavior of 

the individual. 

As mentioned in the seminar, the number of people who try to be faithful to Islamic norms increases in Indonesian 

society. People who are not experts in Islamic studies (law, theology, etc.) need religious endorsement for their 

behavior.  

 

Question 2: 

In a society with a large religion like Islam as its personal backbone, is it difficult to form a culture that destroys 

traditional values? For example, there was one case asking religious teachings about music and another case that a 

pink scarf was criticized. From a Japanese sense, I got the impression that some kind of resistance like junior and 

senior high school students showed in your presentation seem to be emerging in a restricted society. 

How are these movements handled in a tolerant Islamic society? 

Answer 2: 

If the traditional values refer to Islamic religious norms, Indonesian society is a diverse society with a wide range of 

cultural backgrounds, not to mention the "destruction" of religious norms (I would leave the discussion of what 

culture is for another time). Music genres like death metal and punk, for instance, have a certain popularity, and 

Hollywood movies and US hit charts are also popular for entertainment. 

There was a background to the case of the female student with a pink headscarf who was criticized by her seniors for 

wearing a too flashy hijab, which I introduced as a personal experience from my fieldwork days. It may have been 

the seniors' way of appealing to me, the researcher (others who are older than them and are studying in graduate 

school), that they are well-behaved and that they are "serious" students who wear hijab and niqab in a calm color 

rather than a fancy color. During the fieldwork, there were certainly some students who felt repulsed by the 

oppressive and homogenous community of their fellow students. 

 


