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Question1: 
I think controlling humidity is important, what do you think? 

Answer 1: 
As you pointed out, I also believe that the issue of humidity is extremely important for assessing human 
comfort and deterioration of air quality due to mold and microbes. In particular, high temperature and high 
humidity in the cases of Malaysia and Indonesia introduced in todays’ seminar is a major constraint for 
passive cooling. Although the thermal comfort index shown in the presentation takes into account the 
effects of humidity, it has not yet been able to provide a low-cost way of living and housing that reduces the 
heat and humidity and prevents the growth of mold and microbes. We will continue our research on these 
issues.  
 

Question2: 

I got a different impression about the use of ger (Mongolian yurts or tents) in slums, what about the 
relationship between income and ger? 

Answer 2: 
The household income of people living in ger tends to be low among the income variations of all 
households in Ulaanbaatar. The several ger districts I visited in Ulaanbaatar did not fit the image of "slums" 
Japanese people usually have. Although life is inconvenient as paved roads, water and sewage systems 
are not well maintained, most of the gers I visited during my research had large TVs and many households 
owned cars, and I felt that comfortable living spaces were created in compact rooms. 

Question 3: 

In the case of Mongolia, it’s very interesting to know the people living there judged their environment 
comfortable even though it was dangerous and hygienically problematic from our viewpoint. In this respect, 
do you find any difficulty in making recommendations from the standpoint of an environmental researcher 
that local people are sort of "satisfied with"? If we try to respect the uniqueness of each country’s culture, I 
feel there might be some difficult aspects. 

Answer 3: 

In my field research in India and Mongolia, I’ve found that most people are attached to their homes, 
communities, schools, etc., Then when I ask them what they think about their environment, I generally get 
positive responses. I also feel that they’re likely to be self-affirming when it’s difficult to make significant 
improvements all by themselves. On the other hand, in the Mongolian case study, many people answered 
that they were satisfied with their current indoor environment, but at the same time, they were interested in 
improving their in-building environment (as long as it was affordable). 

Therefore, as a researcher, I believe it’s important to propose affordable solutions because people have a 
desire for better environment, rather than just accepting their answer "satisfied with current environment" as 
it is and assuming that there’s no problem with the current situation. Of course, in proposing such 
measures, it’s necessary to evaluate quantitatively and physically the quality of environment and the health 
risks associated with it. 

 

 


