
Q-AOS Brown Bag Seminar #10 質問に対する回答/ Responses for Questions 

※個人情報に関わる表現等を削除させて頂いております。ご了承下さい。 
Please note that we deleted all the personal information. 

 

Question1: 
In your opinion, what would be future positive and negative impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on energy transition 
(trend) in Southeast Asia? 

 

Answer 1: 
I am cautiously optimistic regarding future trends in Southeast Asia. One reason is that many countries in the region 
will set up COVID-19 recovery packages to support their economies. This is also a great opportunity. Continued 
decline of renewable power generation costs (https://www.irena.org/publications/2021/Jun/Renewable-Power-
Costs-in-2020), recent changes in climate mitigation policies of major donor states (e.g. carbon-neutral goals of 
countries like China and Japan), as well as the positive example of the COVID-19 recovery package of the European 
Union (and potentially also the USA) could convince some Southeast Asean countries to use the investments for a 
"green recovery". The International Energy Agency also pointed out (https://www.iea.org/articles/the-impact-of-
the-covid-19-crisis-on-clean-energy-progress) that Covid-19 is an opportunity to increase investments in energy 
efficiency, public transport or next-generation clean energy technologies (such as green hydrogen). On the other 
hand, bad governance in the energy sector is still widespread throughout the region. And some of the key challenges 
to climate mitigation, like fossil fuel subsidies or inefficiencies in the power sectors, are even less likely to be 
addressed during an economic crisis. 
 

 

Question 2. 
Thank you very much for the clear presentation. Southeast Asian countries are rapidly growing, also oil/gas 
producers (indonesia, malaysia, thailand..). could you tell us any good models of energy transformation in oil/gas 
producing countries? 

 

Answer 2: 
From a climate mitigation perspective, the best solution would obviously be that the oil and gas would stay in the 
ground. Additional problems are that many of those deposits lie in disputed territories (e.g. South China Sea) or that 
significant infrastructure investments will be needed to exploit them (e.g. LNG facilities). However, it seems very 
unlikely that governments in the region will not try to benefit from those resources. One reason is that the 
international demand for gas will not decline anytime soon because important industrialized countries like Japan or 
Germany consider natural gas an important "bridge fuel" that will replace coal-fired power and help to achieve mid-
term emission reductions. One of the most famous examples of a country that has a large oil/gas sector, while 
simultaneously pursuing ambitious clean energy goals, is Norway. There is obviously an enormous contradiction 
between the benefiting from the export of fossil fuels, while at the same time pursuing clean energy at home. 
However, Norway is quite advanced in its domestic energy transition. For instance, it has the highest share of electric 
vehicles per capita in the world and has almost 100% renewable electricity generation (hydro-power). In addition, to 
avoid the "rentier state" phenomenon that plagues many other resource rich countries, the revenues of Norway`s 
fossil fuel exports are placed into an sovereign wealth fund (the "oil fund") that invests them in stock markets 
around the world for the benefit of future Norwegian generations. 

 


