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Question1: 

In Japan, are there any successful cities which keep a good balance between economy and social/cultural/humanity?  

How? 

I think that the most successful case is Yokohama City. Not only has the city built up its economic infrastructure, such 

as transportation, industry facilities, and business attraction, but it has also been proactive in implementing 

multicultural policies, including educational, cultural, and life support for foreign residents. However, Yokohama is 

able to do that because of its large tax revenue and rich resources. In the end, this issue comes down to the question 

of what to prioritize with limited resources. 

 

 

Question2: 

Would you provide some examples of social and cultural sphere compared with economic sphere in 

Internationalization? 

The previous answer also applies to this question. Yokohama City has many programs for cultural exchange between 

Japanese and foreigners, educational, language, and medical support for foreigners . In addition to public services, 

there are many NPOs that support foreigners. 

 

 

Question3: 

Similar to the question 1, are there any successful cities which keep a good balance between Internationalization and 

localization?  How? 

The key issue of internationalization for Japanese local governments is the reactivation of the local economy and 

society through internationalization. At least in terms of economy, not only Yokohama but also Fukuoka is a 

successful example. There are many such municipalities in Japan. However, as mentioned earlier, very few 

municipalities have achieved "social internationalization", including quality of the living environment for foreign 

residents. This is because there are only a limited number of municipalities that can devote human and financial 

resources to social services that do not guarantee an economic return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question4: 

Could you please tell the criteria to be a sister city of a certain city? How many and what are the sister cities Fukuoka 

city has in the world? 

Fukuoka City has sister city exchanges with eight other cities. Sister cities are intended for exchange, but there are 

no clear standards or definitions set for them. Fukuoka City concluded a sister city agreement with Yangon, 

Myanmar in 2016. This is the first time in 11 years, counting from Atlanta, where we concluded a sister city 

agreement before that. Fukuoka City is not necessarily active in sister city exchanges, and concluding a sister city 

exchange is not necessarily an indicator of the depth of the exchange.  

 

 

Question5: 

Less experts and professionals in Fukuoka City for internationalization activities can’t keep their work activate. 

Strengthening human power is more important. What do you think of the fundamental power to carrying the work 

out? 

Yes. Human resources are very important. It takes a long time and a lot of money to develop human resources. So, it 

is reasonable for Fukuoka City to prioritize economic exchange, but at the same time, if we do not focus on civic 

exchange and social internationalization, we will not be able to develop a civic sector with sufficient scale and 

capacity. I believe that fostering a civic sector that fosters human resources for social and cultural exchange while 

promoting economic exchange is the challenge for Fukuoka today.  


