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Despite the remarkable advances in medica l  
technology in recent years, there are still diseases 
for which there is no effect ive treatment .  To 
address  these  unmet  med ica l  needs ,  many  
clinicians are engaged in drug discovery research. 
However, drug development must be conducted in 
compl iance with var ious regulat ions, and the 
development costs are enormous. Developing new 
drugs in academia, where funding is inadequate, 
requires a precise strategy. In this seminar, we 
would like to explain one of the effective strategies, 
"drug repositioning".
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After  graduat ing  f rom Kyushu Un ivers i t y  
School of Medicine in 2007, I  was hired as 
a  J S P S  R e s e a r c h  F e l l o w  i n  2 0 1 2 .  I  
completed my PhD at  Graduate Schoo l  of  
Medic ine ,  Kyushu Univers i ty in 2015. As a 
p r inc ipa l  i nves t iga tor ,  I  am conduct ing  a  
mu l t icenter  c l in ica l  t r ia l  for  pat ients  w i th  
ret inopathy of prematurity under the grant 
suppor t  f rom AMED .  I  was  appo in ted  as  
research lecturer of the Center for Cl inical 
a n d  T r a n s l a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  o f  K y u s h u  
U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  i n  2 0 2 0 .  P e d i a t r i c  
ophtha lmology and t rans lat iona l  research 
are my specia lt ies,  and I  have received the 
Academic Encouragement Awards from the 
Japanese Ophthalmological Society and the 
J a p a n e s e  S o c i e t y  o f  O p h t h a l m i c  
Diabetology.
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